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Recommendations for the G20 from the Anti-Corruption Academic Roundtable 
held on 12 October 2020 

 
On 12 October 2020, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in partnership 
with the University of Sussex convened an Anti-Corruption Academic Roundtable on behalf 
of the G20 Saudi Presidency. The meeting provided esteemed corruption researchers from 
the G20 countries with an opportunity to discuss what G20 countries can do to advance the 
fight against corruption in three concrete areas: cooperation among law enforcement, 
corruption in public procurement, and measuring corruption and the impact of anti-
corruption policy. Following the meeting, the University of Sussex and UNODC, in consultation 
with the participants at the roundtable, drafted the following recommendations for 
presentation at the pre-meeting session of the G20 Anti-Corruption Ministerial Meeting on 
22 October 2020. 
 
STRENGTHENING LAW ENFORCEMENT COOPERATION 
 
To reduce implementation gaps in their anti-corruption architecture by enhancing 
cooperation of anti-corruption law enforcement practitioners, G20 countries should: 

 
1. Establish peer-to-
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TARGETING CORRUPTION IN PUBLIC PROCUREMENT 
 
Public procurement is critical to detecting and preventing corruption and yet key agencies - 
anti-corruption agencies, anti-trust authorities, public procurement agencies and organised 
crime agencies - have not sufficiently prioritised this area. Given the large share of public 
spending through public procurement, its vulnerabilities to corruption and the importance 
of the topic to the COVID-19 response, the G20 governments should help prevent and 
detect corruption in public procurement by: 
 

1. Making corruption in public procurement a key focus of national security strategies 
and of the work of anti-corruption agencies, anti-trust authorities, public 
procurement authorities and organised crime agencies. This would recognise that 
systemic corruption in public procurement is often linked to organised criminal 
networks and can be a major hindrance to economic development.  
 

2. Publishing detailed public procurement data encompassing all stages of 
procurement in an open data format. This would enable big data analytics to 
identify corruption risks and estimate the impact of corruption on public finances.  

 
3. Creating a typology of procurement corruption risks at different stages of the 

procurement process, by government sector. This would support the development 
of anti-corruption strategies beyond mitigating risks at the bidding stage. 
 

4. Introducing 
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